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	1. Chapter 1

_It was a hot summer day. The sun was shining on the sky. At the Gold Coast a small group of friends was on the beach enjoying their time together. _

_Lewis, Ash, Will and Zane were playing beach volleyball with Marcos and Ivan. Julia, Victoria, Cleo and Bella had fallen into a deep conversation. Emma and Rikki were on their towels enjoying the sun, with Paula and Evelin having fun not too far from them on the sand. Rikki let her gaze travel beyond the horizon, deep in her thoughts._

_"I still can't believe it's finally over." She told Emma.  
>"Me too. I'm the luckiest girl on the planet to have friends like you!" Emma replied.<em>

_They smiled to each other and turned to look at the others getting back in their thoughts to when everything began..._

**01. Leaving Australia**

No POV:

The small group of two boys and three mermaids was in the cafe, at one of their favorite tables, and they all were in a deep conversation.

Bella was talking with the girls about some girlie stuff and Lewis and Will were talking about if there was any connection between science and magic and couldn't seem to get to a consensus.

Zane was at the office, so Rikki was glad not to be disturbed by him. Cleo was holding a picture of herself, Emma and Rikki together with Lewis, Ash and Zane, and now was discussing it with Bella and Rikki.

"Emma looks really pretty." Bella smiled at the photo.

"Yeah, she is." Cleo said, brushing off a small tear and smiled too.

"Do you remember when she poisoned Ash' horse?" Rikki said laughing.

"Yes, but it's not funny." Cleo said rolling her eyes. "The poor creature almost died!"

"But Emma saved him and it worked out fine, right?!" Rikki said.

"Yeah, right." Cleo sighed at the memory.

Just then Zane walked out of the office and towards their table, with worried expression on his face. When he approached them he pointed towards the office door, saying: "You've got to see something."

They all looked at him like he was mental, but still followed him back in.

Rikki was the first to enter the room and suddenly froze, causing the others to bump at her and into each other. She then slowly moved to the sofa, and sat down. Cleo followed her look and gasped covering her mouth with her hands. Lewis opened his mouth in shock, then closed it and covered it with his hand, putting the other one on Cleo's shoulder. Bella just sat down speechless next to Rikki and Will gave everyone a confused look, moving his eyes from them to the TV and back.

On the big screen there was a news report. In the right upper corner there was a photo of a beautiful blond girl and under it was a title_ "Last seen at the boarding school "The Black Lagoon", Spain_". On the center of the screen there was a picture of the boarding school, that changed into live feed from it's yard, showing a tv reporter talking. Zane who held the remote turned on the volume.

_"The eighteen-years-old Emma Gilbert had disappeared last night and this morning was officially claimed "missing". She was last seen here in this boarding school, where she's been studying at in the last few weeks. Her family is hoping the police will find their beloved daughter and sister."_

The image changed into a video showing Emma's parents and her brother Eliot who had visibly grown up the past year. Her parents were crying, but her brother was just sitting speechless next to his mother and father.

Zane walked to Rikki and put his arm on her shoulder. She looked at him, then at the others and stood up facing all of them.

"We have to go there and look for her." She was looking straight at Cleo and Lewis, although she hoped Bella and Will would join too. Cleo and Lewis only nodded silently. The first one to break the silence was Zane.

"I'll buy the tickets and we'll fly tomorrow."

Rikki turned to looked at him. "_We_?" She lifted her eyebrows.

"You don't think I'll let you go there alone, do you?!"

"I don't need a babysitter, Zane, I can take care of me by myself!"

"I'm coming there and that's that."

Rikki rolled her eyes and sighed. "Fine."

"I'm coming with you too." Bella said. "I don't know Emma personally, but she's one of us and your best friend so I'm coming there."

Rikki gave her a smile. "Thank you."

Will then spoke up. "I'm coming too. There's no way I can leave you all go there alone. It might be dangerous and you might need a back up."

"Then it's settled." Rikki concluded, looking all of them straight in the eyes. "We need five plane tickets -"

"Six." Zane corrected her.

She shot him with a look. "Fine, we need _six_ plane tickets for the first possible flight tomorrow."

Zane quickly said "I'll take care of that."

Rikki didn't even look at him.

"Ok, I suggest us to go home and pack our stuff. Tomorrow morning at 7 we'll meet here to go together to the airport."

Everybody nodded and went straight home...

Cleo's POV:

I knew my dad will never let me go if I asked, so I decided to write him and Kim and Sam a "Goodbye" note. I put all my feelings in it and I hoped they'll forgive me for leaving like that, but Rikki was right. Emma was our best friend and we had to go look for her. I put the note in my pocket and started packing up some of the things I was going to take with me in Spain. When I was ready I walked downstairs.

My dad was reading his fishing magazine, Kim was watching TV and Sam was making dinner, but noticing my face she said "Cleo, honey, are you ok?"

"I'm fine, Sam, thank you." I said giving her a small smile and after pouring myself a glass of orange juice I then went back upstairs to my room.

That night I didn't have much sleep, I tossed a lot the biggest part of the night and when I finally fell asleep it was near the time I had to get up. I got up at five, I put my clothes on, I took my suitcase and went quietly downstairs. I left the note for my family at the kitchen table and walked out of the house.

When I got to "Rikki's" it was 6:45 so I sat on one of the empty tables, waiting for my friends to come.

The first one who did was Lewis. He had packed a little too big suitcase, full of supplies not only for him, but for us - the girls too. After him Bella and Zane came. The next one was Will and Rikki was the last to arrive.

Rikki decided to gave us some last instructions.

"When we arrive at Spain the first thing we should do is go and talk to her parents. Then we'll aply for that boarding school "Black Lagoon" that Emma disappeared at. It's important for us to always stick together and watch each other's backs!" And she gave us an encouraging smile. "We'll find Emma and we'll go be heroes!" She laughed and we all gave her small smiles.

But her words definately helped. If not to calm us down then to just give us some hope. When we were ready to go, we went on our way to the airport taking a cab. Having arrived there we had to check-in and make sure to find the way to the gate leading to our plane. Once on the board of the plane we could relax.

"Finally I can get some more sleep." Rikki said while yawing.

Her seat was the one to the window, next to her was Zane and Bella and opposite them were Lewis, myself and Will. The flight was going to be around seven hours so we could rest and get some sleep. I put my head on Lewis' shoulder and closed my eyes. Rikki leaned her head to the window already falling asleep too. Zane leaned backwards also drifting off to sleep. Bella's head was leaning helplessly one side she already in the land of dreams. Will closed his eyes falling asleep too.

The plane took off with all of us fallen into dreams, to take us into one wild adventure full of danger, excitement, adrenaline and finding some new, good friends.

All in all rescuing Emma was going to become both the biggest nightmare and best experience in our lives. _Literally_.


	2. Chapter 2

**02. Accommodation **

The gang arrived at Spain about eight hours later.

They took their luggage and headed to the airport's exit. The first they did was to go straight to talk to Neil and Lisa Gilbert.

After they had talked to Emma's parents for a good two hours, everyone headed to the boarding school she'd disappeared at.

It was a big, massive building and because it was far out of the town and into the middle of the forest it was leaving the impression of some strange kind of sanctuary.

They walked through the big front door and stood on their places to take a look at the whole place. It had a big staircase in the form of "Y" that was leading up to the dormitories of the students.

Students of all age were going up and down and not only that, but they were all wearing identical uniforms consisting of blue sweater and black pants for the boys and for the girls - short, black skirts.

Suddenly they saw a tall, brunette woman walking over to them.

"Hello, you must be the foreign students. Follow me, please."

And she lead them to her office.

"I'm Elsa Fernandez, the headmaster."

And she shook hands with all of them. She seemed nice, but at the same time tempted and it was more than obvious that for her discipline meant everything.

"I suppose you are tired of the long way you've travelled to come here, so I won't be long. I just want to inform you that in this place there are some strict rules that you must follow. You can't go out of the gates of the school in any circumstances unless you want to be punished or expelled. For any committed crime the punishment is one or two weeks works in the stables. At last but not least, on your beds there are your uniforms that you must wear while you're here. Any questions?!"

They all shook their heads.

"Ok, then. Now follow me, I'm going to show you your rooms."

And she walked out of the office followed by the six of them. They walked upstairs and after a few turns Elsa stopped in front of the rooms.

"That's your room." She motioned to Will. You'll be sharing a room with Marcos, Ivan and Roque. Be careful with Ivan though. He's got a really short temper."

That made Will chuckle. Elsa opened the door and they all walked in to take a look at the room. Inside were three boys; two brunettes and one with dirty blond hair.

Will walked over to the bed Elsa pointed at him, when the taller of the brunettes shot him a look.

"Who are you?"

"He's going to share the room with you, Ivan." Elsa was the one to answer.

"If you think we're going to let him sleep in Caetano's bed -"

"He's _gone_, Ivan." Elsa reminded him.

The brunette looked like he was going to explode because of the anger, while the other brunette had tears in his eyes.

Will walked back to the others. "I'll come with you to check out your rooms."

When he said that, Ivan moved his eyes to the others. His eyes travelled around the boys and then he focused on the girls. Cleo and Bella looked too girly, but Rikki caught his attention. With her curly blond hair up in a ponytail and with military colored shorts and white tank top, she was leaving the expression of someone you should not mess with, and somehow Ivan found that interesting. Her ocean blue eyes pierced fiercefully his dark orbiths.

Following Elsa the others walked out of the room, to the next one.

"You two", Elsa pointed at Lewis and Zane, "will be staying in this room."

And she pushed the door open. Inside was only one brunette boy. When he turned to the door, Cleo's eyes widened.

"Ash?!" She gasped.

"Guys?! What are you doing here?"

"Do you know each other?" Elsa asked shocked.

"Of course." Rikki spat. "He's our best friend Emma's boyfriend!"

"Emma?! As in Emma Gilbert?" The shock was a bit too much for Elsa.

"The very same." Rikki nodded.

"So, we're going to share a room together, huh?!" Lewis raised his eyebrows with a smile. "Cool."

"Girls, I have to show you your room too, before I go back to my office."

"Ok." Bella nodded and again everyone followed Elsa out.

They walked past a few doors when Elsa stopped and put her hand on the doorknob.

"So, you three" She said to the girls "will be staying with Victoria and Julia."

And she pushed the door open. Inside were two brunette girls. One with black hair and the other with dark brown hair.

"I'll be leaving now. You can change in your uniforms and go downstairs for the dinner. Victoria and Julia will show you the way."

With that Elsa walked out.

Rikki turned to the boys. "Meet us at the top of the stairs after twenty minutes."

The boys nodded and walked out.

The three girls looked around to choose a bed. Rikki took Carolina's bed next to the window, Cleo took the bed next to hers, and Bella took the bed next to Julia's. She walked over to it and covered her mouth with her hand.

"Cleo, Rikki, take a look at this!"

The other two girls turned around in a flash. In her hands Bella was holding a beautifully framed photo of Emma, her brother and their parents.

Cleo gasped and grabbed the photo. "Emma!" She squirmed. "That was probably Emma's bed!"

The words made an uncomfortable feeling to rise in Bella's chest. She didn't want to be the one sleeping in the missing girl's bed.

Cleo put the photo on her nightstand and she and the other two started unpacking and focusing on their uniforms.

Julia and Vicky watched the others curiously, although when Rikki took Carol's bed and when Cleo mentioned Emma, Vicky's heart fell.

Julia, who was sitting next to her, took her hand.

"That's disgusting." Rikki murmured checking out the uniform. "How can they expect us to wear that?!"

Vicky's lips twitched as if to form a small smile. So did Julia's. They both remembered that when Julia was a newbie she also had refused to wear the uniform. Fortunately, Hector was headmaster back then.

"It's not that horrible." Cleo said.

"Yeah." Bella joined in. "It could've been worse."

"Worse?!" Rikki laughed bitterly. "I don't think so."

They slid into their uniforms and were ready to go. Cleo walked to Julia and Vicky.

"Hi, we didn't introduce each other. My name's Cleo and these are my friends Bella and Rikki."

"Nice to meet you. I'm Julia and this is Vicky." Julia smiled, taking the hand Cleo had stretched to her.

"Would you mind to show us the way to where we'll be having dinner?"

"No, not at all." Julia said, although Cleo noticed her tone was tempted and a bit distant.

The five girls walked out of the room. One top of the stairs they met the boys including Ivan, Marcos and Roque and the two gangs went to the hall where the dinner has been already served.

Julia quickly explained to the others that Fermin is the cook, Maria - the cleaner and Jasinta - the housekeeper.

"Tomorrow we'll show you the way to the girls' bathroom. It's common for all the girls, but I hope it won't be a problem." Julia said while they were sitting on one of the bigger empty tables.

Cleo, Bella and Rikki exchanged looks. They all had the same thought on their mind: there was _no way_ for them to take a shower with all the other girls, unless of course they wanted their biggest secret revealed to the world.

"Is everything ok?!" Vicky asked seeing that the three girls were awkwardly staring at each other.

"Yes, it's fine." Rikki said quickly.

Cleo took Lewis' arm under the table. Bella did the same with Will's. Only Rikki had put both her hands on the table, so there was no way for Zane to try and take her hand in his.

"So...you all are from the Gold Coast, Australia?" Vicky asked quriously.

"No, only me, Lewis, Zane and our friend Emma." Cleo hurried to answer. "Bella is from Ireland, Will is from Hawaii, Ash is from Canberra, and Rikki.." Suddenly Cleo trailed off. "I actually don't know where Rikki's from." And she turned to look at Rikki.

"You never asked." Rikki stated. "Besides, it's not important."

"It is." Cleo insisted. "Me and Bella are your best friends. And we don't know where you're from."

"Fine." Rikki sighed."If it's so important...I'm from Johannesburg."

"What? You're from South Africa?!" Zane asked shocked.

Before anyone could say something his drink started boiling. He quickly hid it with his hand, but the others on the table had noticed it.

Ivan was eyeing suspiciously the glass, then Zane, then the glass again.

"So...we told you about us. It's your turn now." Rikki stated.

"Well, we all are from Spain. I came here to study with a scolarship when I was really little, almost at the age of Paula -"

"Paula?" Bella raised her eyebrows.

"My little sister." Marcos replied quickly. "Speaking of..." He stood off the table abd went to greet two six year old girls who just entered the hall.

"That's Paula's friend - Eveline." Vicky explained.

Just then the electricity went off.

"Oh, no. Not again." Vicky whispered.

"What do you mean "not again"."

"It already happened before. But last time...last time nothing good followed."

That made Ivan and Marcos (who had returned at the table) to go back in their memories. Ivan still could see the blood on his hands, but hell he had saved his own mother's life and only that mattered now to him.

"Ivan? Are you ok?!" Julia asked him, because his face had become as white as sheet.

Marcos and him exchanged hidden glances.

"I'm fine." He spat, standing off the table and walking away.

"Maybe you should go after him." Rikki commented.

"I will, but first I'll give him some time." Julia answered.

Marcos looked after his friend concerned.

After dinner Julia and Vicky went to the boys' room as usual, while Will, Zane, Lewis and Ash gathered with the girls at their room.

Both gangs had their common private discussions. But both groups, could sence the other was hiding a secret.

A very big secret. An _essential _one_._


End file.
